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Executive Summary 
 
This Environmental Assessment was prepared in coordination with the District of Columbia 
Department of Transportation to assist the National Park Service in identifying and evaluating 
the potential environmental impacts and benefits of the Anacostia Riverwalk. The proposed 
action is the creation of a multiuse trail and its connecting points that run on the east side of the 
Anacostia River from the Washington Navy Yard to Benning Road, and on the west side of the 
Anacostia River from the Anacostia Naval Station to the Bladensburg trail in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland. 
 
The proposed trail is a key component of the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative, which is the 
Framework Plan for revitalizing the District’s waterfront areas.  The Anacostia Waterfront 
Initiative proposes a comprehensive 48-mile trail system, including twenty miles of trails along 
waterfront areas that would provide residents and visitors access to the District’s riverfronts. 
 
The purpose of the Anacostia Riverwalk is to provide a safe and convenient means for park 
visitors to access the Anacostia waterfront and enjoy Anacostia Park. In order to do so, the 
National Park Service plans to construct a trail system that would provide bicyclists and 
pedestrians with: 
 

• Nearly continuous access to the east side of the river from South Capitol Street to the 
Bladensburg Trail in Maryland; 

• Continuous access to the west side of the river from 11th Street to Benning Road; and 
• Safe and convenient access points to enter the Park from the surrounding neighborhoods. 

 
This Environmental Assessment analyzes potential impacts of the proposed alternatives on the 
human environment in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. During 
the environmental review process, the National Park Service considered a broad range of 
environmental issues that could affect communities and natural resources on a general (or 
system-wide), regional, and local level.  This approach allowed identification and assessment of 
potential environmental impacts and the development of reasonable preliminary environmental 
mitigation measures to address potential adverse impacts. 
 
For the purpose of analyzing impacts in this Environmental Assessment, the National Park 
Service divided the proposed project into three design sections.  The National Park Service 
considered multiple trail alignments for each section (including the No-Action Alternative), as 
follows: 
 



Design Section 1 includes all portions of the trail east of the Anacostia River from the Anacostia 
Naval Station at the southern extent of the project north to Benning Road. The National Park 
Service considered two trail alignments along with the No-Action Alternative. 
 
Design Section 2 includes all portions of the trail west of the Anacostia River from the 
Washington Navy Yard at the southern extent of the project north to Benning Road. The 
National Park Service considered two trail alignments along with the No-Action Alternative. 
  
Design Section 3 includes all portions of the trail east of the Anacostia River from Benning 
Road north to the Bladensburg Trail in Prince George’s County, Maryland. The National Park 
Service considered three trail alignments along with the No-Action Alternative. 
 
The Preferred Alternative in all three design section would have no or negligible impacts to the 
areas of socio-economic environment, agricultural lands and prime and unique farmland soils, air 
quality, noise, Indian Trust resources, environmental justice, community facilities and services, 
park operations, floodplains, wildlife and habitats and rare, threatened and endangered species. 
No impacts would occur to historic or archaeological sites in design sections 1 and 2; however, 
minor impacts may occur to an archaeological site in Design Section 3. One archaeological site 
that may have been previously destroyed lies within the preferred alignment. 
 
Minor impacts would occur to planning documents since it would require a minor change to trail 
network concepts but the trail still conforms to planning document concepts.  Due to minor 
encroachments, water quality, wetlands and waterways would incur minor impacts. 
 
Due to the conversion of open land to trail, the preferred alternative would have moderate 
impacts with regard to park and recreation facilities. Minor and short-term impacts would also 
occur to wildlife and habitat, wetlands and water quality during construction. The nature, extent, 
and proposed mitigation for minor and moderate impacts are detailed in the Environmental 
Assessment. 
 
By increasing access to the park and utilizing low-impact development techniques during 
construction and operation of the proposed facility in accordance to the National Park Service 
mission, neighborhoods, visitor experience, and the visual/aesthetic qualities of the park will 
benefit. 
 

Public Outreach 
 

A Public Hearing to elicit public comment on the Environmental Assessment is scheduled for 
January 6, 2005. The public hearing will be held from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Marshall Heights 
Community Development Corporation (MHCDC) offices at 3939 Benning Road NE in 
Washington, DC. MHCDC is located on the east side of the Anacostia River near the geographic 
center of the study area. The public hearing will be preceded by an open house. 
 
The environmental document is posted for public review on the District Department of 
Transportation (http://ddot.dc.gov under Transportation Studies) and National Park Service 
(www.nps.gov/anac) websites. The document is also posted on the official project website, 
www.arwstudy.com. The project website includes the document as well as the capacity to accept 



public comments. The comments will be summarized and reviewed by the study team for 
consideration in preparation for the final environmental document. 
 

Note To Reviewers And Respondents 
 
If you wish to comment on the Environmental Assessment, you may mail comments to the name 
and address below by January 20, 2005. Public comments, including names and home addresses 
of respondents, will be available for public review during regular business hours. Individual 
respondents may request that we withhold their home address from the record, which we will 
honor to the extent allowable by law. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you 
must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment. We will make all submissions 
from organizations or businesses and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives 
of organizations or businesses available for public inspection in their entirety.  
 
Please address all comments to: 
 
Stephen W. Syphax 
Chief - Resource Management Division 
National Capital Parks – East 
1900 Anacostia Drive S. E.  
Washington D.C.  20020-6722 
 
Or on the project website www.arwstudy.com
 
The Table of Contents below is linked to other documents.  Please click on the section you are 
interested in viewing. 
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